Weir River Estuary Park 

Committee Meeting Nov. 5, 2003
7:10 p.m Call to Order

Attendees: Judeth Van Hamm, Sarah White, Liz Fuller, Katie Lund, Dick Avery, Jason Burtner, Faith Burbank, Dave Clinton, Lawry Reid, Ed Tedeschi, Jerry McLaughlin

Minutes of Oct. Meeting accepted unanimously

Updates from Membership

Lawry Reid spoke of…

Ecology of Straits Pond Forums

All went very well.  Follow-up Monday, Nov. 10, 2003. All are encouraged to attend.  

Goal was to listen to all (or as many voices as possible to bring wide array of knowledge as possible)

From Forums it has become evident that it is necessary to do something significant through flushing to raise quality of life and economic value. 
Concerning West Corner culvert and tide gate, Rep. Garrett Bradley came to meet and Sen. Robert Hedlund’s chief of staff came to meet with Jason and Lawry. They all agreed to work hard to make the bridge replacement a reality - Through state and federal monies. Needs to be passed by July 30, 2004.

Hull will commit Ch. 90 money, Cohasset and Hingham want to do it on their regular budget. 

RFP for design would go out for the culvert and tide gate at bridge.

Dick Avery mentioned that we would want design input. All agreed.

Jason said that the RFP does have good language but is fairly light in language. Would like to see it beefed up to look at more factors. (i.e. hydrology of pond topography)

Judeth cautioned to send correspondence hard copy as well.

Dave Clinton spoke of…

Green Building.  Thanks to all the volunteers and donors.  The past few weekends have made an amazing transformation. The street facing exteriors have been rebuilt and resided. The grounds have been cleaned up.  New windows and door have been put in place.  We have a new furnace donated by Keyspan. This will be installed at a later date. The roof needs work next and the other two exterior sides.  Then on to the interior and plumbing.

Still lots of work ahead. Stay tuned to the papers and www.Wierriver.org
Faith Burbank spoke of…

Kate Lacy Town Planner, Hingham,  and John Davenport (CPA Open Space) review maps from UHI report and are moving to put a strategy together to protect land in the estuary in Hingham.

Jason Burtner spoke of…

Jack Buckly (educator) to help coordinate a marine science institute to identify pressing municipal info needs as it relate to marine science. Student coastal caucus to convene various groups to figure how best to facilitate participating entities.

Dick Avery spoke of…

Straits Pond lowering attracting shore birds.  

Ed Tedeschi

Happy to be back at meetings.

Liz Fuller spoke of…

Wrote an article for Hull Times entitled Watershed Wisdom to educate people to terms of the estuary and general knowledge building. Sam Woods assisted.  
Sarah White spoke of…

Working on access brochure to the Weir River with Scott Plimpton

Planning Bd. holding forums on the Nantasket Beach master plan for community input. MDC Beach reacquisition committee has been meeting as well. Some overlap exists.  

Meeting to be held Nov. 13, 2003.

Judeth offered an idea for artisan housing incentives.

Land Acquisition

Discuss various properties in estuary to look at obtaining.

Discussed the areas for connection of walking trails to Weir Woods and Hingham Quarry.

Discussion as to what should be the criteria for setting land acquisition priorities.

Judeth offered some goals 
1. Create continuous wildlife habitat surrounding the estuary. Protect undeveloped habitat. Encourage residents to create and protect residential property habitat

2. Establish an educational core that includes examples of the estuary’s habitats and geology. Link Estuary Center to the examples of the estuary’s habitats and geology

3. Protect the scenic quality of the estuary.

4. Protect historic and geological features.

5. Use the water as the path for recreation.

6. Connect the estuary to the community by school bus, public transportation, walking and biking along scenic main roads to preserve habitat and neighborhoods.

Discussed how to finalize the criteria for land acquisition plan.

Faith spoke of how Hingham sub-committee defining their priorities for Hingham CPC.

Judeth gave handout for criteria from subcommittee.  Discussion on the list for review was held.

Dick offered a method to prioritize the criteria.

Group decided to take a top five approach to prioritizing the criteria.

Results

Tier 1

Ease of acquisition/protection

Within a buffer zone

Risk of pressure for conversion/development

Educational opportunity factors

Habitat Corridors

Tier 2

Proximity to green building 

Quality of habitat for various species

Scenic value

Historic value

Public access

Restore habitat

Tier 3

Connect education points

Ease of management and control vs. risk of being open to liability

Size of parcel

Acceptability to abutters/neighbors

